FACILITY

Windy City Fieldhouse

Creative team-building activities generate repeat
business for multi-sport and entertainment complex.

By Suzanne Carmel
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Location: 2367 W. Logan Blvd,, Chicaga, !
Contacts: Corporate sales director, [773) 4B8-T421, wimawindpeilyiiald

faLEe, com.

Getting Thera: Tha four-year old company is 20 minutes from O'Hara
Airport and 10 mnutes north of the Loop, located off Kennedy

Expressway, near the intersection of Logan amd Western, Plenty of kocal
parking. Transportation coordination avallasla, !

The Basics: 55,000 squars ieef that also funclions as a sporls comples for
basketball, volleyball and more when nol dedicated 1o leam-building fune-
tions. 10 break-oul rooms, Feciifles atcommadate 20 10 4.000 attendaes.
The staff alzo can plan and man events suldoors, such as corporate pic-
nics in area parks or scavenger hunds on the Magnificent Mila.

Clients: Big and small companies, Including American Airlines, Westin
Hatal, Aramak Corp., Chicago Travel Coneultants, Chicago White Sox,
Accantune, Arthiur Aredersen, Heller Financial, Emnst & Young, Hewlatt-
Packard, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Leo Burmett Co., Motorola and Reebok

A My Dafmadds
ey Ay deam-feniddiany araiannr A8Ir e g
ol gl

] L
ARSI A il ARETET A

iy F el € evner fa sans af

within the COM Y- wharever the
COHTAPRRI has woreed ot witle the mecr.
i planner i advance,

]Jl:riu-:.rl' breaks, che Fieldhouse sail
alsn may parricipare in some chal-
I"*""!—T'-'-" o bosmicn up atienclecs, In |:|||.-
abicrnoon, the COMpnyY brgales imo
different reams, ||'|;1:.'|'ll.' with colonal
T-shirts or banny hars, and rln_-:.' :.'|'u_-|1-:|
i o shree howrs doing fun neam-
|'|I.Ii|-:!iII!.1 detivatics. AL the end of |:'||-u
day, they' |l hare 3 e:||_-|1r||_-l'||1g SCESHON
and pur it back rogether for evervone.
T'his iz when acvendess e value as
they start va chink abour why acrivigices
WeTe 0 Wweren T cuceesalil,

T'mll.'“ing to Pozzles
"N have o eouple of differcr ream.

I.:III.III:EIH!: [rak L_rl\-r'l. =" S Ban. “Seainwe ol

e e T e e P e e e =

rhem are menmally engaging
reain-building challenpes and
some are mwere plasical, Fan-repe
challenges.”

Activities mapht include
Puding Mlanks, where a large
wopd puzede is bosken up and
cach team member 15 given g
pece,
I:ugc[luw [ prkt il ;ll.l:.u-ch.' hacl:

The weam must work

tegrether. A Human Inflarable
Welors Olhisracl: Course, cinoe
[ | ':-:a-n webicels with toaler
plienpers as oars), o Minefield
."-'1.1:-!-'.'. m-:LthaII Shaon-( ]‘Illi.
spli-Second Charmdes, Pipdine Pass
anel migny orher activiries make wp te
l-|'llil.l||.- fiori !-\.':un-la-:li|di||g;.

Dhering
WITIHL-
witther
manths,
many fuani-
tions by the
Windy Ciry

Frhl hivese
EE hq.'ld in
Chicage

parks o in
ather cil:.'
liscarions,
Fxaniples
include cor-

jorate pHce

.'nlru-.lﬂ|r.'-|'|'.|.:-_'_,'|.:-_g|.|.'". el

NMICE, FCkv - :
i AT b sl e A

et o WWiad) € L i
4T w'.:|

S binis,

I.'I'i:l'i.:!: puir-

ties, coale-alffs, murder |l'|_!.'.1l;|,1-||,'1 aind
|-1.IJ|-.|u'|:;', events Guch o bow rCRaLias,
s hox dedibes and madel [“.llll.l".'ll_":l.
"I‘:';.'.l\.'.-.'l.' ||-|:III.-|.' LT :-'II';“E |'-|||||| F ]
Missioan Lo possilsle SLIVCIEET houme
abong the Magnificent Mike ro ginger-
I".'L'.II\.I I'Il\.'\ll.l.'i.' Nl h:lil-l.lillF [ L H B8 1!|.|_|
are Fecised amund a haliday parey,”
vecalls Ban. “The anly liminecion we

1ave 15 phe Creariviny o LI =ia in
| | v of Tl

Sz Carmel i o Clicapo freelencer

Up Front

Making

the shift
from gourmet
to games.

he ultimate challenge for

i many facilities is being
abla to fransform an atmos-
phare from something like
black-tie o khakis and back to
black-tie. The Windy City
Figldhouse doas just that.

“One of our biggest chal-
lenges that we laced was tum-
ing things around on a very
tight tirme frame” recalls Brian
Ban, the facilily's director of
marketing and operaiions.

"Wz held a 1.000-parson
black-tie, formal charity dinner
on 8 Safurday right with
Wilfgang Puck cataring H=wveary
high-grd. Then we had to turn it
around for COWs 2.500-person
inferactive reception the next
day with high-and video games.
rock climbing walls and inflata-

Mot surprising, the stafi
worked around the clock to
make both funclions go off
withaut a hitch,

"ou're dealing with differant
wvandors and differant catering
companies—that makes it vary
comples. Bul it's about hawving
partnars upen whom you can
rehy

—Suzanne Cammel




